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August 16th was the first day of the fall semester
at Bevill State and 38 students started classes on the
Walker College Campus with scholarship funds from
Walker College Foundation (WCF).

Scholarships provided to students for the 2017-18
school year cover tuition and fees up to 18 credit
hours per semester and are renewable for a second
year if a student maintains a 2.75 GPA. The
approximate value of each scholarship is $5,000 per
year. Students who enter the Associate Degree
Nursing program in their first year at Bevill State are
awarded an extended scholarship to cover two years
of nursing classes.

Forrest Ban Beek, recipient of the 2017-18 WCF
Visual Arts scholarship, wrote, “Your generous
donations have made my plans for the future
possible... This organization is a true inspiration to
all those invested in the futures of the up and
coming generation.”

These scholarships originate from families who
have established endowed scholarship funds and
from individuals who have made contributions to
WCF. Through responsible investment policies and
contributions since the founding of WCF in 1994,
these funds have grown to almost $10 million. To
date, more than $2 million in earnings has been
allocated to scholarships.

WCF donors know that scholarships are critical for
the students in our community. They realize that
technical skills beyond high school, a two-year
degree, or a four-year degree will open doors to
needed opportunities. The knowledge gained in
college opens access to higher paying jobs so
individuals can provide more financial support for
their families, make better health and welfare
decisions, recognize and leave dangerous situations,
and give back to the community. By providing
scholarships to students who seek access to higher
education, donors are working to strengthen the
economic ties that bind this community together. 

The scholarship program has recently expanded
to include a limited number of transfer scholarships
for graduating scholars and dual enrollment
scholarships for high school students who want to
take college-level classes while still in high school.
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2017  transfer scholarships awarded
$16,000 provided to students transferring to four-year colleges
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Walker College Foundation (WCF) awarded transfer
scholarships to five scholars who completed their
associate in science or arts degree from Bevill State -
Walker College Campus. Jonathan Sargent, Diego
Pascual, Lynsie Taylor, Josie Walker, and Kayla Key.
will continue their higher education goals at four-year
universities this fall with additional WCF scholarship
assistance.

Jonathan is completing his degree in electrical
engineering at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham. He earned a Presidential Transfer
Scholarship from UAB and was selected to the All-
Alabama Academic Team and the All-USA Silver
Academic Team. Jonathan’s activities at Bevill State

included serving as a WCF scholar and mentor, Phi
Theta Kappa (PTK) officer, National Student Leadership
Society member, Scholars Bowl participant, and a
member of the Interclub Council. His future plans
include working to develop renewable energy
sources for third world countries.

Diego is attending the University of Alabama at
Birmingham to complete his degree in biomedical
sciences. He received a Smith Scholarship Foundation
award for his next two years at UAB. He is the first
transfer student selected to receive this prestigious
scholarship. Diego’s activities at Bevill State included
serving as a WCF scholar and mentor, Phi Theta Kappa
(PTK) officer, and National Student Leadership Society

2017-18  Scholarships
WCF provides scholarships to new & returning students

Meet a few of our new
scholars on pages 2 & 3.

August 2017 first Scholars’ Society lunch



The 2017-18 scholars were honored at our annual
Scholars’ Reception in September. Scholars and parents
were invited to meet WCF trustees, donors, and Bevill
State employees. New and returning students were
recognized by Board of Trustees Chairman William
“Bud” Long in a short presentation. In addition, BSCC
Interim President Dr. Kim Ennis took a moment to
welcome the attendees to Bevill State and offer her
support to the students and their families.

38 students are attending Bevill State on full tuition
and fee scholarships for the 2017-18 year. To keep
their scholarships, students are required to maintain
a 2.75 GPA and are asked to participate in at least one
community service project each year. In addition, the
scholars attend a monthly lunch meeting, are assigned
a returning-scholar mentor, have a special place to
study, and are offered visits to transfer colleges. 

2017-18 scholars include Jordan Bell, Anna
Blackwell, Morgan Cordell, Deanna Diveto, Bella
Dutton, Landi Earnest, Ashton Hanks, Madisyn
Hood, Lynzi Hunter, Justin Levan, Brady Pare,

Colton Plunkett, Tori Robertson, Taylor Rowe,
Kennedy Stracner, Anna Grace Martin, Brittany
Rigsby, Emily Colburn, Walker Williams, Ethan
Bland, Joshua Breed, Stori Lee Brown, Nicholas
Files, Buddy Guthrie, Walter Hogue, Jacob Ingram,
Audrey McLemore, John Nix, Gracie Raines, Karlie
Stough, Morgan Suchey, Saisha Terrell, Jonah
Trotter, Zach Woder, Jonah Guthrie, Forrest Van
Beek, and Mica Wade.

2017 transfer scholarships continued...

2017-18 Scholar’s Reception
Students recognized at annual scholarship reception

Outreach Chair. He has been working for Capstone
Rural Health Center for several years as an interpreter.
Diego’s experience at Capstone has prompted him to
set a goal of completing a degree in dentistry and
making dental care more accessible and affordable to
everyone.

Lynsie is attending Auburn University to complete
her degree in animal sciences. She earned Auburn’s
Ever to Conquer Scholarship for Transfer Students and
the Auburn University Board of Trustees Endowed
Scholarship. Lynsie’s activities at Bevill State included
serving as a Walker College Foundation scholar and
mentor and membership in Phi Theta Kappa, Sigma
Kappa Delta, Circle K, and the National Society of
Leadership and Success. Lynsie’s future plans include
veterinary school with a focus on large animal care.

Josie is attending Athens State University to
complete her degree in elementary education. She
earned a Presidential Transfer Scholarship from Athens
State University. Her activities at Bevill State included
serving as a WCF scholar and mentor and membership
in Phi Theta Kappa and the National Honor Society of
Leadership and Success. Her future plans include
teaching math to 5th and 6th grade children
because, according to Josie, children are beginning to
be introduced to algebra and similar concepts. “Having
a strong foundation in these concepts is vital for
students to excel in higher math in the future.”

“Being a part of the Scholars’ Society has not only
provided me with the opportunity to complete my first

two years of college, it has also given me many
opportunities to give back to my community while
making lifelong friends in the process,” said Josie.

Kayla will complete a degree in accounting at the
University of Alabama at Birmingham. As a non-
traditional student, Kayla attended Bevill State while
working full-time at Pinnacle Bank. She is a 2017
graduate of Leadership Walker County and a member
of Alfa Young Farmers Federation. She served as a
WCF scholar and volunteered with Pilot Club and Relay
for Life. Her future plans include earning a Masters
degree in accounting. Kayla commented, “I was very
honored to receive the Walker College Foundation
scholarship this past year. The donors for these funds
allowed me to accomplish my goal of going back to
school to further my career.”

In addition to these five scholars, Justice Evans was
awarded a 2016 summer transfer scholarship to
Auburn University after his first year as a WCF scholar.
At Auburn, he finished 9th in his class of 73 in the
industrial design pre-qualification summer class and
was admitted into Auburn’s highly competitive
industrial design program last fall.

“The WCF trustees recognize that many students
want to continue their education beyond an
associate’s degree, but the cost of two more years at
a four-year university may hold them back. We want
to give them an incentive to work hard and keep
moving toward those goals, “ said William “Bud”
Long, Chairman of the Board of Trustees.

2017-18 Scholars’ Society members
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Jonah Trotter

Gracelyn Raines

Ethan Bland

John Nix

Meet a few of our 2017-18
Scholarship Recipients...

Morgan Suchey



Haley McAllister at Athens State

Zac Woder

Stori Lee Brown

Scholars take
their next step!

Meet a few of our 2017-18
Scholarship Recipients...

Lynsie Taylor at Auburn University

Brittany Cagle at UNA

Three area high school students are taking a college
level class this fall with the new WCF Counselor’s Choice
dual enrollment scholarships. These scholarships
provide an opportunity for students to take a college-
level course while still in high school.

Demetrius Kirk of Cordova High School, William
Wright of Oakman High School, and Hannah Hartley
of Curry High School are the recipients of the first
Counselor’s Choice scholarships.

The dual enrollment scholarships cover one college-
level class (approx $400) and are provided to the high
school counselor to choose the recipient. In addition to
the scholarship, the WCF also provides books for all
dual enrollment classes offered across Walker County
and Jasper City Schools.

Shannon Freeman, counselor for Cordova High
School, said, “Dual enrollment is a wonderful

opportunity for high
school students to
ease into their
freshman year or to
get ahead and possibly
graduate from college
a little earlier than
planned. But not all
students can afford to
pay college tuition
while in high school.
The WCF scholarship
has made dual enrollment possible for several students
in our district. It makes my heart happy that some of
our local students will have this opportunity when
otherwise they would not have been able to take dual
enrollment courses.”

Dual Enrollment credit benefits students in several
ways. Since the credit is applied to a certificate or
degree at Bevill State or transferred to another
Alabama public college or university after high school
graduation, students can get a head start on a college
education, complete a degree earlier, and/or enter the
job market faster.

Kristy Swindle, dual enrollment coordinator for Bevill
State, has been the liaison for this new program. Thank
you to Kristy and the counselors who are helping these
students get ahead with dual enrollment!

Tre Larson
Holly Trawick

Carl “Buddy” Smithers
Jeannie & Stan Brandon
Holly Trawick

Hank West
Anonymous

IN HONOR:
William Bud Long – Father’s Day
Brandy Long Hill
Winslett Long Watson

Dr. David Rowland
Mary Beth & Jody Barber
Mike Putman
Allen & Wanda Rowland

Sue Ellen Rowland Summers
Anonymous
Mike Putman

Dual Enrollment Scholarships
Counselor’s Choice scholarships for Walker County & City High Schools

Thank you!  Your gift makes a difference to a student!
Donate to the Walker College Foundation in honor or memory of a loved one and support students who want
to go to college. Start an endowed scholarship fund and give a FOREVER gift to someone who has everything!

Honors and Memorials
Below is a list of individuals who were honored or remembered by their friends and family with a
gift to the Walker College Foundation from May 2017 - September 2017.
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IN MEMORY:
Steve Byars
Anonymous
Rodney McCoy
Holly Trawick

Walker Cook
Holly Trawick

Marion Sis Grant
Alec & Jane Grant
Cherie Woodard

Demetrius Kirk
Cordova High School

William Wright
Oakman High School

Hannah Hartley-Curry High
School with Holly Trawick-WCF

Walker College Alumni Athletes...we’re looking for you!
Join us for the first Bevill State-Walker College Campus home basketball game on

November 2, 2017! Come show your support for the players and reunite with friends
before the game at the WCF office. For more info, contact htrawick@wcfdn.org,

call 205-310-3189, submit your contact information at www.wcfdn.org,
or like our Facebook page at WalkerCollegeFoundation for updates.
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How to Give...
You have many options to help a student reach their dream of college.

Group photo in Scotland at Inverary Castle in June 2017.

Visit our website at www.wcfdn.org. Donate online. Like us on Facebook at walkercollegefoundation.

A college education is an expensive endeavor
and becoming more expensive every year. For
many of our local students, it may even be a
goal they believe is out of their reach. Please
consider helping a local student attend college
with a gift to Walker College Foundation, Inc.

Cash or Check
Drop off at the WCF office - 1501 Gamble Avenue,
or mail your gift to WCF, P. O. Box 2228, Jasper, AL
35502.

Credit Card
Contact Holly Trawick at 205-310-3189 or make a
secure donation through our website -
www.wcfdn.org - using the Give Now button.

Matching Gifts
The value of your gift may be increased if your
employer participates in the Matching Gift
program. Contact your employer’s human
resources office to see if your gift qualifies.

Securities / Stocks
A gift of appreciated securities can provide you
with several benefits, including the avoidance of
capital gains tax assessment and the preservation
of cash assets.

Wills / Living Trusts
By remembering WCF in your will or living trust,
you are ensuring students will have access to
college for years to come.

Life Insurance Designation
Gifts of life insurance enable donors to make a
future major gift to WCF at a relatively modest
cost.

Charitable Remainder/Lead Trust
Charitable Trusts allow you to make a significant
gift to charity, boost your retirement income,
provide for your heirs, and reduce your taxes.

Charitable Gift Annuities
Charitable Gift Annuities allow you to make a
significant gift to charity and receive dependable,
fixed income for life.

Donations from your IRA account
Donors who are at least 70 1/2 years old who take
distributions from an IRA account and want to
support student scholarships can contribute up to
$100,000 from an IRA account with no federal tax
consequences if it is paid directly to a charity.

Personal Property & Real Estate
Gifts of your personal property or real estate may
provide you with a tax benefit while giving your
prized possessions a new purpose - supporting
students who dream of going to college.

Establish a Scholarship Fund
If you would like to create a scholarship fund in
memory or honor of a friend or loved one,
contact us. These funds are perpetual funds that
generate interest used for scholarships.

EXPLORE THE WORLD WITH
YOUR FRIENDS!

Check out this great overseas destination
provided by Go Ahead Tours!

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
with optional 3-day extension to FIJI
October 6 - October 20, 2018

Enroll and pay by July 28, 2018.
http://hollytrawickane.grouptoursite.com

Tours include hotels, all tour transportation, a tour
director, guided sightseeing, select entrance fees,

daily breakfast, select lunches and dinners.

Tours are managed by Go Ahead Tours. Booking arrangements and payments
are made directly to Go Ahead Tours and are not handled by Walker College
Foundation. Tour information is provided as an opportunity for you to travel

with a group of WCF alumni and friends. WCF is not responsible for planning,
executing, or implementing these trips, receives no benefits, and assumes

no liability for offering this accommodation.

Consider giving a gift
to support a student
who dreams of a
college education.


