
In May 2015, the WCF proudly opened our doors
to introduce our new office to the community. The
office is located on 1501 Gamble Avenue.

The refurbished house features offices, a
dining/meeting room, and history rooms for Walker
College memorabilia, yearbooks, and photos. Much
of the furniture was donated by First Bank of Jasper
and many of the photos and artwork featured in the
office were donated by community members.

The public is encouraged to visit our history
rooms, and civic groups are welcome to contact us
about holding special events in our office space.
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This fall, students attending the Walker College
Campus of Bevill State Community College will be
offered $200,000 in scholarship funds from the
Walker College Foundation.

Scholarships provided to students for the 2015-
16 school year pay for tuition and fees up to 18
credit hours per semester and are renewable for a
second year if a student maintains a 2.75 GPA. The
approximate value is $5,500 per year for each
scholarship.

Tammy Burton was thrilled when she found out
her son, Trenton, was offered a Walker College
Foundation scholarship. “Trenton plans to pursue
a degree in engineering and use his degree to help
Walker County continue its growth in the future.
As parents, we feel this scholarship is very
beneficial not only to the recipient, but beneficial
to the community, as well,” Tammy said. “We
appreciate very much the donations which make
this scholarship possible.” Her daughter, Tiffany
Burton Stewart, received a WCF scholarship in 1994
and is a teacher in the Walker County School System.

Kailyn Smith, recipient of the 2015-16 WCF
Montieth/Hulsey/Ferguson/Edgil Family scholarship,
sent a thank you letter to the trustees and wrote,
“You are helping me achieve my life goal of
becoming a Bio-Medical Engineer. With this
award, I can focus on my studies rather than stress
about student debt.”

Josie Walker, recipient of the 2015-16 WCF
Nursing scholarship, also sent a thank you letter in
which she wrote, “You all have helped me take
another step toward accomplishing all my goals
and dreams.”

The funds available for scholarships have been
steadily increasing since the Walker College
Foundation was established in 1994. Over the last
20 years, allocations for scholarships total more
than $2.5 million for approximately 1,500 students.

Scholarship funds originate from families who
have established endowed scholarship funds and
from individuals who have made contributions to
the Walker College Foundation. These funds are
critical to our community members who need
access to higher education to increase their career
opportunities and salary potential. In addition, by
attending Bevill State for their first two years of
higher education, students who plan to transfer
save approximately $35,000 over the course of a
four-year bachelor’s degree. 

Future plans for our scholarship program
include summer tuition assistance and transfer
scholarships to four-year colleges. A scholarship
reception honoring these scholars will be held
October 1, 2015 at the Walker College Foundation.
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Meet a few of our new
scholarship recipients on page 3.

News and events from the Walker College Foundation, Inc.

Come in, we’re open!
New office open on Gamble Avenue

First Bank of Jasper friends Lisa Killingsworth and Terry
Gurganus and WCF Trustees Becky Tracy and Marthanne

Brown attended our Open House.

1501 Gamble Avenue  •  Jasper, Alabama

Photo by Nicole Smith/DME
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In 1938, Dr. Carl Jesse was encouraged to start a
college in Jasper with the support of dedicated
community members who believed the residents of
Walker County needed access to higher education.
Over 77 years, Walker College grew from one
building to 14 buildings and 40 acres of land. Though
it is now managed by the State of Alabama, the
college still serves the members of our community.

In a recent talk to the Rotary Club of Jasper, Dr.
David Rowland, president of Walker College for 40
years, spoke of the history of the college and the
people who were dedicated to building a higher
education institution for the community. He said,

”The State of Alabama didn’t hand us a college. It
was the other way around. The people of Jasper
built a college and handed it to the state.” 

We are commemorating 80 years of community
history with a book about the college that the
people of Jasper built. The book will include the
stories, photos and memories of the families, the
faculty and staff, and the students who made it
great. We need your stories! By keeping history
alive, our current students will know where we
started and be part of a legacy that helps educate
the next generation. See an example one of our
great stories below...The Story of The Chapel.

In 1977, Dr. David Rowland, President of Walker College, heard that Ft.
McClellan was demolishing the “Chapel of the Chimes” (Then photo). He
agreed to buy it for $200. Walker College students and maintenance personnel
took the Chapel apart board-by-board, and, with the help of Jimmy Kilgore,
they hauled it back to Jasper. The City of Jasper leveled the lot for the College,
and the students reconstructed the building based on their detailed
instructions. New veneer and brick was added with the help of Natco (Now
photo). Over the years, weddings, photo shoots, concerts, and musicals have been held in The Chapel.

Today, The Chapel  is home to Bevill State’s Music Department under the direction of John and Becky
Stallsmith. Students learn the fundamentals of music and music performance, and the Bevill State Jazz Band
and Concert Choir perform at venues around the community.

The Bevill State Music Department needs musical instruments and a baby grand piano. If you would
like to help, contact John and Becky Stallsmith at 205-387-0511 ext. 5769.

Then...

...and Now

The Story of the Chapel
A piece of history finds a new home and a new look

If We build it, They will come.
Collecting the stories and photos of Walker College history

Students working in Chapel

Can you identify the students in this photo?
Please contact us and provide names!

JoAnn Sander, (?????), Mark Wilson, Carol
Clouse Davis, and Buddy Johnson.

(?????), Debbie Upton, Tish Gale,
Ellen Powell, and Dee Dee Hubbert

Can you identify these students?
Please contact us with names!

Joe Clark
of Carbon Hill

OUR HISTORY
We need your memories! Below

is a glimpse into our new history
room. If you have a piece of Walker
College history you would like
displayed, bring it by and let others
enjoy your favorite memories!

Thank you to Jerry Dollar, Penne
Mott, David Rowland, Allen Rowland,
Pat Morrison, Ronnie Shaw, Yvonne
Watts, Andrew Brasfield, Jim
Pritchett, and Lawson Murphy for
helping us start this great collection.

Want to volunteer? Contact us to
see how you can help!
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Kailyn Smith

Rachel Odom

Brittany Cagle

Walker Williams

Meet a few of our 2015-16
Scholarship Recipients...

Recently, several Walker College alumni have
been featured in Walker County’s Daily Mountain
Eagle newspaper for awards, recognitions and
outstanding contributions. We wanted to highlight
a few of these individuals in this first newsletter and
hope you will help us continue featuring alumni in
future newsletters.

Congratulations to Alabama Senator Greg Reed
for his recognition as Senate Leader of the Year by
the Alabama Association of Resource, Conservation,
and Development Councils. Senator Reed was
elected as Alabama Senate Majority Leader in late
2014. We are very proud of him!

Congratulations to homewood Police Officer
John Springfield. The Dora native recently received
the Homewood Police Department’s Lifesaving
Award. He was instrumental in saving the life of a
lady who was contemplating suicide.

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF:
Melba Hitchcock Burgess
Holly Trawick

Larry Drummond
Garry Neal Drummond
Linda Black

Dell Hager Franklin
Kathryn Long Dunlap
Holly Trawick

Linda May Horwitz
Kathryn Long Dunlap
Holly Trawick

Ike May
Rebecca L. May

James McNealey
Philip and Phyllis Woods

Sam R. Murphy, Sr. 
Catherine Murphy Payne
Romana G. Simmons
John G. and Rene Simmons
Mary Ellen Stinson
Sue Ellen Rowland Summers
Kathy Taggert Stough
Kathryn Long Dunlap
Dr. L. M. Walker
Mrs. Sam R. Murphy
Catherine Murphy Payne
Dana Weaver
John G. and Rene Simmons
Lynn Frances Weinstein
Kathryn Long Dunlap
Hank West
Anonymous

dr. Luke dollar
was recognized as
one of seven 2015
Outstanding Alumni
of the Year by the
American Association of Community Colleges. His
work with Duke University, Phifer University,
EarthWatch, and the Big Cats Initiative at National
Geographic has earned international recognition in
the fields of conservation and ecology.

If you have seen the new movie Jurassic World,
you may have seen Actor Stephen Aycock. The
Walker County native recently wrote first hand about
his experiences as an actor in the movie. His story
was published in the Daily Mountain Eagle in June.

If you have a personal accomplishment to share,
please let us know! Email htrawick@wcfdn.org or
call 205-310-3189.

Alumni in the News
Join our Alumni Association!

Join our Alumni Association
We want to connect friends, help with reunions, document history, and keep you

informed of our programs and events. Contact htrawick@wcfdn.org or 205-310-3189.

Thank you! Your gift makes a difference!
Donate to the Walker College Foundation in honor or memory
of a loved one and support students and higher education.

Need a gift for someone who has everything? Consider creating
an endowed scholarship fund and give a gift that keeps on giving. Josie Walker

Honors and Memorials
Below is a list of individuals who were honored or remembered by their friends and family with a
gift to the Walker College Foundation from August 2014 - July 2015.
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Luke Dollar with son,
Zachary, and

a Madagascar lemur.

GIFTS IN hONOR OF:
Marthanne and O.H. Brown
Sidney and Melissa Burgess
Kathryn Long Dunlap
Greater Hall

Chamber of Commerce
John Gwaltney Goodwyn
Susan and Bud Long
Jerry and Betty Lovett
Becky and John Stallsmith
Robert W. Moore
Mrs. Robert W. Moore
Lawson W. Murphy
Sam and Jane Murphy
Dr. David J. Rowland
Consensus Club
Sue Ellen Rowland Summers
Mrs. Robert W. Moore
Dr. and Mrs. Stan Eggers
Raymond E. Diehl
Mary Beth Rowland Barber
Dr. Allen Rowland
Holly Trawick
Sabrina Keating
Paul Osborne
Louise O Zimmer



We want you to travel with us!
Check out our Alumni and Friends travel program and two great destinations in 2016.

Connie Ingle (lt) and Cherie Woodard (rt) speak with
Holly Trawick (ctr) about traveling in 2016.

PARIS TOUR WEBSITE
http://hollytrawick.grouptoursite.com

PERU TOUR WEBSITE
http://hollytrawickperu.grouptoursite.com

Trips are limited to 35 travelers. Tours include
hotel stays, all transportation including a private
deluxe coach, a multilingual tour director, guided
sightseeing, select entrance fees, daily breakfast,
and select lunches and dinners. Travel insurance,
excursions, and the optional extensions are extra.

For more information, contact Holly Trawick
at 205-310-3189 or htrawick@wcfdn.org

PARIS, VENICE, VIENNA
optional extension to PRAGUE

April 7 - April 19, 2016
12 days (extension adds 3 days)

Journey through the capitals of France, Italy,
Slovenia and Austria and soak up each unique
culture along the way. Sit in charming cafés, spend
time exploring grand boulevards or canals, and
then watch the sun set over beautiful skylines.

Where you will stay: 3 nights in Paris, 3 nights
in Venice, 1 night in Ljubljana, 3 nights in Vienna.
Extension adds 3 nights in Prague.

Cost: $4,019 per person/add $449 for Prague.
Insurance and excursions are additional costs.
Group flight enrollment deadline is Dec. 9, 2015.

PERU ANd MAChU PICChU
optional extension to ThE AMAZON RIVER

September 29 - October 9, 2016
11 days (extension adds 3 days)

Uncover the sites where the ancient Inca once
thrived. Spend time in Lima then ascend into the
Andes and explore the plazas of colonial Cuzco,
the Incan sites in the Sacred Valley, and the
legendary Lost City of the Incas at Machu Picchu.

Where you will stay: 3 nights in Lima, 3 nights in
Cuzco, 1 night in Machu Picchu, 2 nights in Cuzco.
Extension adds 3 nights in the Amazon Forest.

Cost: $3,479 per person/add $499 for the Amazon.
Insurance and excursions are additional costs.
Group flight enrollment deadline is June 1, 2016.

Visit our website at www.wcfdn.org. donate online. Like us on Facebook at walkercollegefoundation.
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